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Why should my Teen go to summer camp?
The benefits to your teen are subtle, but substantial. We operate under the premise that if we can 

provide an individual with an opportunity for positive growth, they are more likely to be successful in 
other endeavors in life. This helps to create a more confident person. Our summer camp combines our 

program areas with healthy group activity and dynamic people. Our 1,200 acres offer an enriching natural 
environment while the staff facilitate group interactions. Throughout the entire week spent at Oswegatchie, 

the multitude of recreational and educational experiences give youth a variety of challenges that may not be 
available at home, whether its riding a horse for the first time, going down the 350 foot zip line, kayaking, or 

simply meeting new people. Campers will experience success and enjoyment.

New Opportunities Everyday 
So much happens at Oswegatchie, its hard to share it in just a few pages! We hope these pictures speak a 
thousand words. Since 1946, campers have been traveling to Oswegatchie. In all that time, this camp has 

never been better than it is right now. Join us and become part of a tradition that will last a lifetime!

Oswegatchie was founded in 1946 for Teenagers
Our summer camp is built specifically for TEENS! Any teenager who attends Oswegatchie is going to 
find the perfect mix of socializing, skill building, and having an experience they will never forget. We 

have teens traveling from as far away as Arizona and Missouri to experience Oswegatchie!

Bring a Friend To Oswegatchie?
You are probably wondering why we recommend bringing a friend to camp when you are here to meet 
new people? You can do both!  Memories of a lifetime are made when friends share an adventure like 
camp. Not only is Oswegatchie a great melting pot for teenagers from all over New York, you and your 
friends can meet new people, share experiences, and take advantage of many activities. Memories are 

made at Oswegatchie!



What about attending more than One Week?

Many campers do enjoy a second week of Oswegatchie 
in one summer. However, our camp is so physically active 
that we recommend skipping a week in-between sessions. 

The rest time that a week can offer before returning to camp 
is crucial in getting full value from your second week. No 

weekend supervision is offered for campers. 

Nothing ever happens without energy, excitement, and enthusiasm! 
That is exactly what we have each NIGHT at Oswegatchie! The entire 
camp comes together to share the same experiences and  our crazy 

camp culture!
 

Monday - New in 2020!

Tuesday - Camp Carnival

Wednesday - Skit Night

Thursday - Awards Night & Dance

www.oswegatchiecamp.com



DAYS are filled with teamwork and leadership as campers 
enjoy activities in small groups. Time will be spent on 

the ropes course, horses, workshops, boating, or hikes. 
Interacting with peers will give you plenty of time to socialize!

All campers will spend 3 hours on low ropes (ground level) 
and have the option to spend 4 hours at our high ropes (40 

feet high). We use a “challenge by choice” philosphy for 
participation. Campers will not be forced to do anything 
that they do not feel comfortable with, but can challenge 

themselves as much as they want. www.oswegatchiecamp.com



2019 was the year we bid farewell to Widrick Lodge.  Upon the 
announcement of a state grant totaling $2 million dollars, the NY 
FFA Foundation Board of Directors spent countless hours going 
over feasibility studies, building condition surveys, and proposed 
project ideas. In 2018 the decision was made to replace Widrick 
Lodge with a new facility.   

Over the past two years the FFA Foundation has raised an 
additional $1,170,000 to be added to this capital project.   When 
all is done, the construction will total nearly $3.4 million.   We are 
down to the final $250,000, and we have set a goal date of April 
26, 2020 to complete this task.  

Work crews have been on site since August 18. Site excavation 
was completed, concrete poured, exterior walls raised, and 
trusses are currently in process.  Pending no major issues, we 
are slated to be ready to use this facility by July 1, 2020 in time 
for our Diamond Jubilee, 75th camping season.  

There is still time to participate and help us put this CAMPaign to 
rest.  Nearly 500 donations have been made to this project, and 
we invite you to join this group of believers. Simply follow the QR 
code to the left, or visit our website at www.nyffafoundation.org to 
make your contribution. To follow progress, go to our Facebook 
Page @NYFFAFoundation or @Oswegatchie.

We look forward to our 75th summer and engaging the next 
generation of leaders through leadership training, environmental 
sciences, and outdoor recreation. Thank you for your belief in 
Oswegatchie.  

Sincerely, 
Todd Lighthall
New York FFA Foundation Executive Director

Oswegatchie is Building a New Dining Hall : 2019 Update





Camper Eligibility
Oswegatchie is open to all youth ages 11 to 18 regardless of 
gender, race, color, or creed who are interested in leadership 
development, environmental education, and outdoor recreation. 
Each camp session is open to the first 200 paid registrants. 
Membership in the FFA is not required to attend Oswegatchie.
Health Care
Our summer camp is staffed by a resident EMT and/or Nurse at all 
times.  In addition, a majority of staff members are certified in a 
minimum of basic first aid and CPR.  All serious emergencies are 
handled by the Lewis Co. General Hospital. Oswegatchie Staff will 
notify the parents/guardian of any camper requiring out of camp 
medical assistance for an illness or injury.  

Health  Forms
The NYS Department of Health requires that all campers have 
a complete health form and current record of immunization.  
Campers attending without this information may be withheld from 
all camp activities.  Copies of this information may be emailed to 
our office our uploaded to your online camper registration. 
Medications
Upon arrival to Oswegatchie, campers are required to turn in all 
medications to the health director.  Medication distribution times 
will be established on an individual basis. All medical conditions 
must be outlined on the health form.
Camp Store
Upon arrival to Oswegatchie, campers are asked to deposit their 
money into a camp store account.  As campers buy items from the 
store their account is deducted.  All money not spent is returned 
to the camper at the end of the week. Campers may buy a variety 
of items from the camp store. Items range in price from $1 to $10. 
Tshirts $18; Sweatshirts $35–$45;  Oswegatchie Water Bottles 
$13. Use the online camper dashboard to deposit money into a 
camp store account for your camper in advance or order goods in 
advance at our website! (www.oswegatchiestore.com)

Communications
Campers enjoy getting emails from home while at camp, which we 
hand out daily. Use info@oswegatchie.org to send notes. Campers 
will not have access to computers to return emails. Oswegatchie 
has one phone line so please limit phone calls to real emergencies 
only.  Be warned that cell phones do not work at Oswegatchie and 
they should not be sent with campers. 

Camp Staff & Supervision
All staff are trained and qualified to guide our campers through a safe 
and fun camping experience. Our camp administrator has 30 years of 
camp management.  Our program director has 21 years of experience 
in summer camp management.Oswegatchie employs 4 full time 
employees.

Meal Service & Special Diets
Our kitchen staff plans and prepares a total of 14 well balanced meals 
throughout the week.  Special diets can be prepared if arranged in 
advance to camp arrival.

Department of Health Inspection
Oswegatchie Educational Center is inspected twice yearly by the 
New York State Department of Health.  Inspection reports are on 
file at our office as well as at the NYS Dept. of Health, Dulles State 
Office Bldg., 317 Washington St., Watertown, NY 13601.

Payne’s Seaplane
Once every week Payne’s Seaplane Service lands on Long Pond to 
give campers an opportunity to fly above the Adirondack Park and 
enjoy awesome panoramic views.  The ride is approx. 20 minutes 
long.  This service is offered at an additional cost of $50 per ride.  
Payne’s Seaplane Service is regulated by the FAA, Part 135, and is a 
certified Air Taxi.

Camper Housing 
Campers will be placed in one of 15 campsites situated on our 
1,200 acres.  Most campsites have three structure cabins and one 
Adirondack Lean To. There will be a minimum of one counselor at 
all times. Campers must bring their own bedding. 

Dismissal From Program
Any camper who shows disrespect for other people or property 
or fails to follow camp policies will be sent home.  No alcohol,  
tobacco, illegal drugs, weapons, animal abuse, bullying, or violent 
behavior will be tolerated.  Parents are expected to be available 
to pick up their child if  removal is needed. Campers removed 
for disciplinary reasons, will not be able to participate in any 
Oswegatche trips for 18 months. No refunds will be issued.

Refund Policy    
All registrations are subject to full refund Minus the $100 non-
refundable deposit if cancelled by June 17, 2020. After June 17, 
2020 no refund will be issued. This includes no shows. Deposits are 
non-refundable.

Parent’s Page

Arrival and Departures
Each camping session will be 5 days in length.  Each session will 
start on Sunday with registration at 12:00 Noon and concludes 
at 9:30 AM  on the following Friday.  Please call ahead if you 
cannot meet these scheduled times.A camper release form must be 
completed for all campers in our online registrtaion system. 

For More Information, Please contact us at :

Oswegatchie Educational Center
(Phone) (315) 346-1222

(Fax) (315) 346-1127
info@oswegatchie.org
www.oswegatchie.org

Brochures and other Downloadble Items 
@ WWW.OSWEGATCHIECAMP.COM

What is the FFA?    
The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive 
difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for 
premier leadership, personal growth and career success through 
agricultural education. The FFA is only available to schools that have 
agricultural education classes. To learn more, go to ffa.org, nysffa.org, 
or nyffafoundation.org . 

Lost & Found  
Any items left behind will be held in Lost & Found for 8 days. 
Items will only be mailed home after parents pay shipping costs. 

@ Oswegatchie 
Educational 

Center (NYSFFA)

Make Sure Oswegatchie Camp is the Right Place for You!  

Camp Tours Available Upon Request! Contact us to set up a Visit!  

Special Opportunities at Camp!
Hunter Education Class & Certification

Oswegatchie offers the NY DEC’s Hunter Education Program during our 5 
weeks of camp. Youth ages 12 and older are eligible to participate in the 10 
hour course. Instructors will train youth as a responsible sportsmen in the 21st 
century. 

Be Advised! The course is 10 hours and roughly 7 of those hours are inside! 
This is a great certification to get accomplished, but be prepared for indoor 
instruction. Think ahead about how you want to spend your week.

If your child is interested in taking this course, a parent will need to sign the NYS 
“permission form”.  We have our own state approved form that you can find on 
the QR Code. 

Once every week Payne’s Seaplane Service lands on 
Long Pond to give campers an opportunity to fly above 
the Adirondack Park and enjoy awesome panoramic 
views.  

This service is offered at an additional cost of $50 per 
20 minute ride.Payne’s Seaplane Service is regulated 
by the FAA, Part 135, and is a certified Air Taxi.

This is a relatively expensive add-on to a week of 
summer camp, but its an unforgetable experience. 
Espcially if this is your first time in a plane!

Seaplane Rides Offered At Oswegatchie!



Sleeping Bag

Fitted Single Sheet

Pillow 

3 Towels

Sneakers

Sandals or Water Shoes

Boots w/ Heels (for horses)

One Piece Swimsuit

Extra Socks

EARLY BIRDS SAVE $50 OFF     
Registration if Paid in Full by June 3rd, 2020!

Each session will start on Sunday with registration at 12:00 Noon. Each session concludes at 9:30 AM  
on the following Friday.  Please call ahead if you cannot meet these scheduled times. 

CELL PHONES WILL NOT 
WORK AT OSWEGATCHIE.

 Electronics get ruined 
by Sand & Water!  

EAT LUNCH BEFORE 
ARRIVING ON SUNDAY. 
FIRST MEAL IS DINNER 

AT 4:30.

Summer Clothes

Warm Clothes

Small Back Pack (for daily use)

Flashlights (w/ fresh batteries)

Rain Coat

Bug Spray

Medications

Camp Store Money

Toiletries

Register Online at 
WWW.OSWEGATCHIECAMP.COM

FFA Member: $410 

Non FFA Member: $510

5 Weeks
Week 1:  July 12 - 17
Week 2:  July 19 - 24
Week 3:  July 26 - 31
Week 4:  August 2 - 7
Week 5:  August 9 -14

5 Day Overnight Camp For Youth Entering Grades 7 - 12

2020 Physician Form 
Return via: (fax) 315-346-1127  

(email) info@oswegatchie.org 

The completion of this form is required on or before the day your child arrives at camp. You can hand this form in at registration 

or you can up load it onto your campers account. You will also need to provide a copy of your campers current immunization 

records and a copy of your campers insurance card. These items can be uploaded or a copy can be provided on registration day.  

 

Camper First Name:________________________ Camper Last Name:___________________________ 

Parent / Guardian First and Last Name:______________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone Number:___________________________________________ 

Part Two: Health Care Recommendations by a Licensed Medical Personal 

The following questions must be filled out by a physician, and pertains to the camper listed above.  
 

Date: __________ Weight:___________ Height:__________ Blood Pressure:___________ 

In my opinion, the above applicant    IS  /  IS NOT   able to participate in an active camp program.  

The applicant is under the care of a physician for the following conditions: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Treatments to be continued at camp:_______________________________________________________ 

Limitations in camp activities:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

The NYS Department of Health was instructed in 2003 that all summer campers must have individual 
written orders from a physicians before a camper can receive any medications, including over the counter 
(OTC) medications. All medications will be distributed by our medical director. Please circle the medications 
that you allow the camper to take.  

Acetaminophen/   Antibiotic Cream/   Aspirin/   Benadryl/   Calamine Lotion/   Claritin/   Cough Drops/   
Ibuprofen/   Imodium/   Pepto Bismol/   Robitussin DM/   Sore Throat Spray/   Tums/   

Other OTC Medications:________________________________________________________________ 

Physicians Name (print) :_________________________________________ 

Physicians Signature: ____________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________________________ 

Date: ________________________ 

 

Office Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Individual campers will want to register as early as possible. We 
anticipate our Weeks 1, 2, & 5 to fill quickly. 

FFA members attending with a FFA Chapter may have a group 
reservation or “Group Hold Number”. Using the code will insure you 
are grouped with your chapter and billed correctly, get this code 
before registering.

When registering online, plan for 30 minutes to complete the process. 
You may need a few sessions to complete all the  information.



Migrate to the 26th AdironDuck Race on April 26th!

Visit Oswegatchie for a day of food, fun, and duck racing. 
The day begins at 8 AM with a Pancake Breakfast ($8) and free entertainment. 

Ducks are raced at 1 PM.             Buy Online in Advance!

www.AdironDUCKrace.com
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Oswegatchie Educational Center
9340 Long Pond Road
Croghan, NY 13327

www.oswegatchiecamp.com
info@oswegatchie.org


