The Official Guide for FFA Advisors @
Oswegatchie Summer Camp!
The Oswegatchie Educational Center is the NYS FFA Leadership Training Center.
Being a Teacher is one of the most fundamentally
important jobs in the world. You have the opportunity to
affect countless lives, inside and out of your classroom.
Agriculture is one of the most fundamentally important
fields of study ever created. You shape an understanding
for how food and fiber is created. Its incredibly important
work!
You have taken on the responsibility of being a FFA
Advisor! Since the very inception of the FFA. The words
“My FFA Advisor changed my life” have been repeated
countless times.
We understand the seriousness of your responsibilities.
The modern demands on you are intense. We want to
compliment those responsibilities and if possible, give you
a break.
In 1946, FFA advisors worked to establish Oswegatchie
FFA Camp. They knew that their students needed a place
away from the farm to experience a bigger world. They
needed to be introduced to new people and new places.
Back then, the farthest a kid would travel from home may
be to the county fair. Socializing their students was
paramount. Curiously enough, 70 years later, meeting new
people is just as important.
Over and over again, we see how summer camp has
affected young people. We have an excellent summer
camp program that is built for teenagers. We want to share
with you and your students.
All Things Oswegatchie

Oswegatchie is an excellent introduction to
the FFA and your Agricultural Program.

We use a “network of websites” to help people understand
everything Oswegatchie.

Summer Camp is a powerful tool for promoting agricultural
education and the FFA to students that have not yet
discovered your classes. Promoting Oswegatchie creates
a win/ win situation for all involved in the FFA and
agricultural education.

www.oswegatchie.org
leads you to all other sites

Been a Long Time Gone?
If you have not been to Oswegatchie in a while, you should
make a trip back and check us out. We have made major
improvements to buildings, property, and programs.
Things have changed, but we are still the great place we
have always been. The more it changes, the more it stays
the same!

www.oswegatchiecamp.com
all about summer camp
www.oswegatchiestore.com
our online store
www.oswegatchieretreats.com
all about lodgings & retreat options at Oswegatchie
www.oswegatchieropes.com
all about our ropes course and programs

www.adironduckrace.com
You will learn more about a student in a week at
all about Oswegatchie’s Duck Race
Oswegatchie, then you will in an entire year of classes!
www.nyffafoundation.org
- Andre OBJ Lepine
the New York FFA Foundation Website
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Who owns the Oswegatchie Educational Center?
Oswegatchie is owned by the NYS FFA Leadership
Training Foundation, Inc. The purpose of the foundation is
to support the NYS FFA. It works to raise money for
contests and to offer students opportunities like
Oswegatchie.
Why is it important that I, as the Agricultural Educator
encourage students to attend camp?
Agricultural educators are the gatekeepers for further
involvement in agricultural education. The more involved in
the process you become, the more effective your efforts.
Oswegatchie is an excellent way to get students excited
about what both agricultural education and the FFA has to
offer.
If you just hand out brochures, that only goes so far. If you
send in the registration, that is better, but if you can
accompany the students to camp on the first day, you will
see a direct correlation with the number of students that
attend camp. In turn, we think you can increase student
involvement in your agricultural program.
Who supervises my students at Oswegatchie?
Oswegatchie has college aged counselors that supervise
your students. Once you hand them over to us, you do not
have to worry about your students at all. (This is different
than most other FFA Camps.)
What if I have No Summer Program?

get the most students here. This is typically easiest to
accomplish by offering transportation. Parents can help
with this as well.
What do Agricultural Educators do at Camp?
When you attend a week of camp, you have 2 choices for
what to do with your week. One option is to pay for your
room and board, and do what you want with your time. The
second option is to work for 16 hours to cover your room
and board during the week. You would work with other
teachers on various projects throughout the camp. Often
the projects range from carpentry, painting, chainsaws,
tractors, and data processing. Just working side by side
with your fellow ag educator is perfect for learning and
networking with your professional cohorts.
Why should I stay while my students attend camp?
If you spend the week working with the other teachers, you
have an excellent opportunity to network and gain insight of
your profession. This time is of great value since its less
intense than visiting during contests, conferences, or other
events. Plus, agricultural educators also take advantage of
this time to socialize. Whether it is around the dinner table,
at the beach, or on a cookout at Lepine Ridge, you will get
acquainted with your fellow professionals.
You also will get first hand opportunities to see your
students in different situations and environments. Some
students thrive at camp; others need to be reassured that it
is OK to be away from home. Camp has an endless list of
benefits, and seeing your students here will only improve
your abilities with them back home.

Some teachers do not have a summer program. With this in
mind, why should you take time out of your summer to
bring students to camp? By working hard to get kids
involved in the FFA during the summer, you can excite
many students about the FFA and agricultural education in
general. Oswegatchie does a wonderful job of getting
students excited about the FFA.
As a teacher, you can demonstrate your commitment to
your school. By getting students to summer camp, this
shows that you are willing to go the distance. As you do this
year to year, you will see the growth that is important for
agricultural programs. In turn, you may see that summer
program manifest!
What If I am too busy for Oswegatchie in the summer?
As far as summer goes, you can direct kids to camp and
leave it up to their parents to pay and get them here. There
is nothing wrong with that. Additionally, We have
opportunities throughout the year for FFA chapters and
schools. Summer camp is not for everyone, so the other 10
months of the year can be an asset as well.
One of the best tricks I learned over the years is for an
agricultural educator drop off all of their active students at
camp, and then they went home all week and got caught up
on work. Since none of your students are around to distract
you, it gets you caught up.
Do I have to stay the week?
No, you do not need to spend the week. Certain teachers
decide to drop kids of the first day and pick them up the last
day. Others prefer to stay the week. It is totally up to what
you would like to do. I do suggest doing what you can to
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FAQ continued
May I bring my family with me as well? Yes! We
encourage you to bring family members! We want you to
feel that Oswegatchie is time you can spend with your
family. Baby sitters are also welcome as long as they
understand their role while attending camp. Contact us for
family rates specific for your needs.
How about other Teachers? Oswegatchie also
encourages you to bring other teachers that would
appreciate the Oswegatchie experience. These guest
teachers will also have the choice to pay or work for their
stay. Contact us in advance to make sure we will have the
additional space to house teachers.

On the last Sunday of each April, Oswegatchie hosts the
annual AdironDuck Race! At this event, we race more than
4,000 rubber ducks and the top winners receive prizes.
Each duck is sponsored for $5 each by individuals or
groups, if your duck finishes in the top 10 - 15 ducks, you
win! Each duck is sold by duck-u-ment which is numbered
to correlate with the rubber ducks in the race. Duck Sales
start typically 2 months before the race.
For every duck sold, We give ½ the money raised by each
chapter back to them in the form of duck bucks. Ducks
Bucks are used to pay for summer camp. So if you sell 100
ducks at $5 each, you will have $250 credited to your
summer camp account! In 2006, the Sidney FFA raised
$1,375 for their summer campers just by selling ducks! The
only thing they had invested was time and effort! We do ask
that schools be committed to sell all the ducks they take.
We do not accept ducks back!

What about my NY FFA State Officer? State officers stay
for free at Oswegatchie while they are working at camp.
This work is scheduled by the NYS FFA Executive
Secretary and the summer’s Leadership Training
Coordinator. Transportation of the state officer is something http://www.adironduckrace.com/duck-bucks.html
you, the parents, and the state officer need to determine.
When an FFA chapter takes ducks, they are committing to
What if transportation is an issue?
selling those ducks. This prevents us from having gaps in
the roster since all ducks are individually numbered before
You have multiple strategies for getting students to camp.
the race. Some schools can sell as many as 500 ducks with
Each has its own pros and cons, but a sharp teacher will
no problem. Some schools sell 20 ducks. A motivated
look for the win / win scenario in each!
student could work his way to camp just by hustling ducks.
 Get a school bus to bring your students to camp.
The best kept secret is that when we sell ducks on our
website, anyone can credit an FFA chapter with the sales.
 Get a ride from another school heading this way.
Hence, free money, you just need to let people know about
it. Sweat Equity is your only investment and there is no risk.
 Contract non-school transport such as charter buses or
vans.


Have the parents drop the students off at camp and you
supply transport back.



Rely solely on the parents or yourself without additional
vehicle help.



If you have too many students and too much luggage,
find a second vehicle for the luggage.

What is the point of the health form?
The health form is something mandated by the NYS Dept.
of Health. It provides the camp with contact information,
important medical details, physical examination, the
assumption of risk, photo release info, and individual
standing orders from a physician. Campers can be withheld
from the summer camp program for lacking any of these
items on the health form. The health form is not needed at
Oswegatchie till the camper arrives at camp.
What other options are available besides summer
camp? Oswegatchie is open year round and offers
programs for all seasons. I suggest reviewing our website
at www.oswegatchie.org to learn more about our programs.
What is the AdironDUCK Race & Duck Bucks?
www.adironduckrace.com
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FAQ continued

Flyers versus Brochures

What Promotional Resources are available for Use?

Flyers are a cost effective way of covering an entire school
(grades 6 –11 or your choice) regarding the opportunity to
go camp.

Camp Brochures
I have distributed a large amount of brochures to teachers
throughout the state. If you have a pile sitting somewhere in
your classroom, make sure they are available to students.
We also mail a new brochure to every camper that attended
camp during the previous summer. I can send you as
many copies as you need just email
wwaite@oswegatchie.org. PDFs can be shared at
www.oswegatchiecamp.com/summer-camp-brochure.html
Camp Flyers

You can either use Oswegatchie’s special full color flyer or
download a “black and white pdf” from our website.
www.oswegatchiecamp.com/in-school-flyers.html
You can accompany it with a note from you explaining that
you are making camp available, and refer them to see you
for a full brochure. If you are soliciting campers from a
different building in your school district, find a
representative that can help you out.
The brochure is not ideal for covering a larger group since it
is much more expensive per piece and has more support
info in it than pictures.

If you are recruiting students for your future classes, you
probably are already known around school. By using the
readymade flyers that I have made for you, you can blanket
every student between grades 6 -11. Visit http://
www.oswegatchiecamp.com/in-school-flyers.html
and go to our “downloads” link to get these documents. If
you would like more flyers and brochures, I can get
materials to you by mail. It is encouraged to promote to all
the students in your school that would be entering grades 7
- 12 in the upcoming fall. I have the materials to be utilized.
Promo Videos
I do have copies of a new promo DVD that I can get to you.
I will send several copies and you can use them like seeds
around school. The videos are available online for
downloading, viewing, and sharing. They are on our
summer camp website and on youtube.
www.oswegatchiecamp.com/promotional-videos.html
Oswegatchiecamp.com
Our summer camp specific website has a ton of content in it
to explain Oswegatchie. The page “camp media” has links
to pdfs, downloadable videos, blogs, pictures, and social
media.
Can I Bring Non-FFA Students to Camp?
In the past, a time honored thought process was that
Oswegatchie Summer Camp was "Just for FFA members".
While this may have been prudent many years ago, when
Agricultural Programs and the FFA had a much higher level
of enrollment, today it is unrealistic.
I want to reinforce that summer camp is an effective way of
bringing more students into our agricultural education
programs. Summer Camp is a great way to introduce nonFFA students into the FFA continuum. This creates a "win /
win" situation for NYS Agricultural Education that includes
increasing enrollment and preserving our agricultural
programs across the state. If a non FFA member comes up
with your school, you can make the FFA rates available to
them as well.
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Steps for Planning your Oswegatchie Summer which includes name, age and gender of all of your
students. We have many administrative tasks to
Camp Trip
Step One: Teacher’s Packet / Promotion, Promotion,
Promotion. Start Early!
When you receive the “Teacher’s Packet” , go thru the
materials. Set out the brochures where students can get
them.
Contact Oswegatchie for more materials. Our flyers are
excellent for blanketing the schools and recruiting non-ffa
students.
You may request as many brochures as you need by
calling Oswegatchie at 315-346-1222. We want to give you
these materials! Remember that they are also available on
line. The “health form” and “what to bring list” are inside of
the brochure.
Step 2: Determine how much you want to be a part of
the Oswegatchie experience for your campers. Some
teachers point the way, others offer transportation. Some
teachers have the kids register independently online, others
organize every piece themselves. It is up to you to
determine how much you want to manage. Oswegatchie
has both options available online.
Step 3: Reach Out to Your Students
Take the flyer and on the blank side of the paper, put a
short letter from you to your students. Tell them who you
are and what you have to offer. Blanket all the students in
grades 6 -11; have them contact you in order to get the full
brochure.

accomplish on the first day of camp, and getting your
accurate data is essential in our planning. If you wish to
add more students, please contact us prior to your arrival to
make sure there is space. You can also register online at
http://www.oswegatchiecamp.com/teachers.html
Step 6: Health Forms Your students will need a
completed health form with physical. It’s a 2 sided
document. This is a basic part of the registration process.
We need this to safely provide care for campers.
www.oswegatchiecamp.com/health-form.html
Step 7: Stay in Touch with your Prospective Campers.
As time passes between the end of school and the
attendance of camp, it is a good idea to keep in touch with
your prospective campers. You will want to track your
students to make sure they are prepared for their week at
camp.
Step 8: Arrive at Camp! As the week previous to camp
approaches, double check any transport provisions and
health forms. Summer camp begins registration at 12:00
Noon!
Eat lunch before you get here, since the first meal isn’t
till 4:30 PM. Arrive early and get in line! Bring with you a
final registration roster, all health forms, and medications

Play the promotional DVD in the hallways, lobbies, and
classrooms whenever the opportunity presents itself. Use
more flyers to further spread the word about summer camp
and the FFA.
If you would like to copy the DVDs and hand out copies to
parents, teachers, students, and community members, do
it!
Step 4:Communicate with Parents
Parents should take time to look over the Oswegatchie
website or visit our location. Additionally, they will need to
complete a health form and get their child a physical. We
do not need the health form till they get here, but they
should be aware of that responsibility.
Step 5: Get the Money and register by June 8th to get
the Early Bird Reward!
Any questions? Contact us at 315-346-1222 or at
info@oswegatchie.org.
If paid in full by June 8th, each camper can save $50 off the
cost of enrollment. Send us a complete registration form

“Take a good look at your kids before they leave, because they will be different people when they come back!”
- Steve Paul, Science Teacher at Sherburne Earlville

5

Things Brand NEW Teachers to Oswegatchie Should
Know about Summer Camp...

Oswegatchie Educational Center
9340 Long Pond Road



While bringing students to camp feels like a school
trip, once they are on site, the summer staff are fully
responsible as deemed by the NYS Dept of Health.



Oswegatchie provides no bedding, toiletries, or
laundry services.

www.oswegatchie.org



Rooming varies from semi-modern rooms in Sutliff
lodge, rustic rooms upstairs in Widrick, or a few simple
cabins.

info@oswegatchie.org



Your family is welcome. We can arrange rooming to
help with your parenting needs.



Dogs are a mixed blessing. You can bring them, but
being on leash is essential. Dogs need to be crated,
when left inside and unattended. Bring rabies cert.



Spouses often enjoy camp just as much as you will.
Think of it as a mini-vacation.



Almost all bathrooms are communal, but they are
separate from camper bathrooms.



When campers head out to campsites with their
counselors, advisors can only visit sites if they are with
camp staff.



Program area equipment can be used when campers
are not using it. Mid-day usage should be double
checked with camp management.



As far as work goes, Oswegatchie has a wide range of
tools and equipment. No guarantee we will have what
you need, sharing typically is needed.



Spend as much time as you can with your fellow
teachers. It’s a great time for mentoring and friendly
conversation.



Oswegatchie has no cellular service. We do have one
land line. Trips to town may be helpful for checking
your phone. We suggest “unplugging” while at
Oswegatchie.



Weather at camp is typically cooler than at home, but
we have some humid July weather. Nights tend to cool
off nicely.



Advisors are welcome to join us for the evening
programs. Its also a prime time for pictures of your
students.



We will make sure a steady stream of coffee is
available.



Where can I learn more about Oswegatchie? Start at
www.oswegatchie.org to learn about our big picture.



Is participation mandatory? No, but lets be honest,
getting to spend a week at a summer camp in the
Adirondacks in the July heat is an awesome thing.



Got Questions? Let us Know!

Croghan, NY 13327
(315) 346-1222
General Contact:
Todd Lighthall, Administrator :
tlighthall@oswegatchie.org
Bill Waite, Program Director
wwaite@oswegatchie.org
Robin Waite, Program Specialist
rwaite@oswegatchie.org
Rolland Krohn, Program Specialist
vkrohn@oswegatchie.org
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