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Guide for FFA Advisors @  

Oswegatchie Summer Camp 

Thank you... 

Being a Teacher is one of the most fundamental jobs in the 
world. You have the opportunity to affect countless lives, 
inside and outside of your classroom.  

Agriculture is one of the most essential fields of study. You 
shape an understanding for how food and fiber is created. Its 
incredibly important work!  

You have taken on the responsibility of being a FFA Advisor! 
Since the inception of the FFA. The words “My FFA Advisor 
changed my life” have been repeated countless times.  

We understand the seriousness of your responsibilities. We 
want to compliment and support those responsibilities.  

 

In 1946, FFA advisors worked to establish Oswegatchie FFA 
Camp. They knew that their students needed a place away 
from the farm to experience the world. They needed to be 
introduced to new people and new places. Socializing their 
students was paramount. Curiously,78 years later, meeting 
new people is just as important. 

Over and over again, we see how summer camp affects the 
youth that experience it. We have an excellent camp program 
that is built for teenagers. We want to share it with you and 
your students.  

 

Oswegatchie is a great introduction to the FFA & 
your Agricultural Program.   

Summer Camp is a powerful tool for promoting agricultural 
education and the FFA to students that have not yet 
discovered your classes. Promoting Oswegatchie creates a 
win/ win situation for all involved in the FFA and agricultural 
education. 

Been a Long Time Gone? 

If you have not been to Oswegatchie in a while, you should 
make a trip back and check us out. We have made major 
improvements to buildings, property, and programs. Things 
have changed, but we are still the great place we have always 
been.  

 

 

You will learn more about a student in a week at 

Oswegatchie, then you will in an entire year of classes!  

    - Andre OBJ Lepine  

 

We use a “network of websites”  
www.oswegatchie.org     
leads you to all other sites 
 
www.oswegatchiecamp.com     
all about summer camp 
 
www.oswegatchiestore.com 
our online store 
 
www.oswegatchieretreats.com 
all about lodging & retreat options  
 
www.oswegatchieropes.com 
all about our ropes course and programs 
 
www.adironduckrace.com 
all about Oswegatchie’s Duck Race 

 

Updated: September 2024  

http://www.oswegatchie.org/
http://www.oswegatchiecamp.com/
http://www.oswegatchiestore.com/
http://www.oswegatchieretreats.com/
http://www.oswegatchieropes.com/
http://www.adironduckrace.com/
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Who owns the Oswegatchie Educational Center? 

Oswegatchie is owned by the NYS FFA Leadership Training 
Foundation.  

Why is it important that I, as the Agricultural Educator 
encourage students to attend camp?  

Agricultural educators are the gatekeepers for further 
involvement in agricultural education. Oswegatchie is an 
excellent way to get students excited about what agricultural 
education and the FFA has to offer.  

Attending summer camp is a staple experience in a New York 
FFA members journey. It is also a great place for teachers to 
interacted with there cohorts from other schools. We believe 
that students who attend camp have an increased involvement 
in your agricultural program throughout the year. 

Who supervises my students at Oswegatchie? 

Oswegatchie has college aged counselors that supervise your 
students. Once students are registered, you are no longer 
responsible for supervision. (This is different than most other 
FFA Camps.) 

What if I do not have a Summer Program?  

Some teachers do not have a summer program. With this in 
mind, why should you take time out of your summer to bring 
students to camp? By getting kids involved in the FFA during 
the summer, you can excite many students about the FFA and 
agricultural education in general.  

Demonstrating student activities in the summer could help 
support the creation of your summer program. 

What If I am too busy for Oswegatchie in the summer?  

We have opportunities throughout the year for FFA chapters 
and schools. Summer camp is not for everyone, consider a visit 
in the fall or spring! 

Do I have to stay the week?  

No, you do not need to spend the week. Certain teachers 
decide to drop kids off the first day and pick them up the last 
day. Others prefer to stay the week, It’s totally up to you. 
Regardless of if you plan to stay, offering transportation really 
helps students commit to attending.   

What do Agricultural Educators do at Camp?  

When you attend a week of camp, you have two choices for 
what to do with your week. One option is to pay for your room 
and board, and do what you want with your time. The second 
option is to work for 16 hours to cover your room and board 
during the week. You would work with other teachers on 
various projects that help improve camp. Often the projects 
range from carpentry, painting, chainsaws, tractors, and data 
processing. Just working side by side with your fellow ag 
educators is perfect for learning and networking with your 
professional cohorts. 

Why should I stay while my students attend camp?  

If you spend the week at camp you have an excellent 
opportunity to network and gain insight of your profession. 
This time is of great value since its less intense than visiting 
during contests, conferences, or other events. Plus, 
agricultural educators also take advantage of this time to 
socialize. Whether it is around the dinner table, at the beach, 
or at a cookout, you will get acquainted with your fellow 
professionals.  

You also will get first hand opportunities to see your students 
in different situations and environments. Some students thrive 
at camp; others need to be reassured that it is OK to be away 
from home. Camp has an endless list of benefits, and seeing 
your students here will only improve your connections with 
them back home. 

May I bring my family with me as well? Yes! We encourage you 
to bring family. We want you to feel that Oswegatchie is time 
you can spend with your family. We do need advance 
registration so that we can accommodate lodge space and 
food quantities.  

What about my NY FFA State Officer? State officers take turns  
providing the weekly leadership training at camp. This work is 
scheduled by the NYS FFA Director and Oswegatchie's summer 
Leadership Training Coordinator. Transportation of the state 
officer is something you, parents, and the state officer need to 
determine.  
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FAQ continued 

What if transportation is an issue? 

Here are a few options for tackling transportation... 

 Get a school bus to bring your students to camp. 

 Get a ride from another school heading this way. 

 Contract non-school transport such as charter buses or 

vans. 

 Have the parents drop the students off at camp and you 

supply transport back. 

 Rely solely on the parents or yourself without additional 

vehicle help. 

 Remember to plan for the space luggage takes!  

What is the point of the Physician form?  

The physician form is mandated by the NYS Dept. of Health. It 
provides the camp with contact information, important 
medical details, physical examination, and individual standing 
orders from a physician. Campers can be withheld from the 
summer camp program for lacking any of these items on the 
health form. The health form is not needed at Oswegatchie 
until the camper arrives at camp. No other form can substitute
– it must be our camp physician form. This form allows us to 
provided treatment to a camper while they attend– it is in the 
best interest of the camper and Oswegatchie to have this form 
complete for each camper on-site.  

What is the AdironDUCK Race & Duck Bucks? 

www.adironduckrace.com  

On the last Sunday of each April, Oswegatchie hosts the annual 
AdironDuck Race! At this event, we can race as many as 10,000 
rubber ducks for $10 each. If your duck finishes in the front, 
you win! Each duck is sold by duck-u-ment which is numbered 
to correlate with the rubber ducks in the race. Duck Sales 
typically start 2 months before the race. 
For every duck sold, We give ½ the money raised by each 
chapter back to them in the form of duck bucks OR a check. 
Ducks Bucks are used to pay for summer camp or any program 
at Oswegatchie. So if you sell 100 ducks at $10 each, you will 
have $500 credit! Adds up quick! 
We sell ducks on our website, anyone can credit an FFA 
chapter with the sales. Hence, free money, you just need to let 
people know about it. Sweat Equity is your only investment 
and there is no risk. 
 
Most schools sell their ducks online these days. We can set up 
a link. Then you share the link with your community.  
 
http://www.adironduckrace.com/duck-bucks.html  

 
 
Can I Bring Non-FFA Students to Camp? 

Summer camp is an effective way of bringing more students 
into your agricultural education programs. Summer Camp is a 
great way to introduce non-FFA students into the FFA 
continuum.  

This creates a "win / win" situation for NYS Agricultural 
Education that includes increasing enrollment and preserving 
our agricultural programs across the state. If a non FFA 
member comes up with your school, you can make the FFA 
rate available to them as well. 

http://www.adironduckrace.com
http://Www.adironduckrace.com
http://www.adironduckrace.com/duck-bucks.html


 4 

Things NEW to Oswegatchie Teachers Should Know about 
Summer Camp... 

 While bringing students to camp feels like a school trip, 
once they are on site, the summer staff are fully 
responsible as deemed by the NYS Dept of Health.  

 Oswegatchie provides no bedding, toiletries, or laundry 
services.  

 Dogs are a mixed blessing. You can bring them, but being 
on leash is essential. Dogs need to be crated, when left 
unattended. Bring proof of rabies certification.  

 Spouses often enjoy camp just as much as you will.  

 Almost all bathrooms are communal, but they are 
separate from camper bathrooms. 

 When campers head out to campsites with their 
counselors, advisors can only visit sites if they are with 
camp staff.  

 Spend as much time as you can with your fellow teachers. 
It’s a great time for mentoring and friendly conversation. 

 Oswegatchie has no cellular service, but we do have 
quality wifi in the main buildings.  

 Weather at camp is typically cooler than at home. Pack 
layers and encourage your campers to do the same. 

 Advisors are welcome to join us for the evening programs. 
Its also a prime time for pictures of your students. 

 Is participation mandatory? No, but lets be honest, getting 
to spend a week at a summer camp in the Adirondacks is 
awesome!   

Oswegatchie Educational Center 

9340 Long Pond Road 

Croghan, NY 13327 

(315) 346-1222 

www.oswegatchie.org  

 

General Contact: info@oswegatchie.org 

 

Todd Lighthall, Executive Director  

tlighthall@oswegatchie.org 

Robin Waite, Office & Operations Manager 

rwaite@oswegatchie.org 

Rolland Krohn, Program Director  

rkrohn@oswegatchie.org  

Bill Waite, Event & Facilities Manager 

wwaite@oswegatchie.org 

Kelly Allen, Development Assistant   

kallen@oswegatchie.org  

 

 

Summer Camp Advisor Pre-Arrival Check List 

The first meal at camp is dinner. Make sure kids have lunch before they arrive onsite. Having a snack and water bottle on hand for the 

afternoon is also a good idea.  

Registration begins at 12 noon each Sunday @ Sentinel Hall. Its best to arrive between 12—1, some arrive earlier, some arrive later.  

 

Before your students get in line they should have… 

1.  Any remaining medical information, this could include our physician’s form, immunizations, and insurance cards. If this was 

 uploaded in advanced, then no worries. 

2.  ALL medications must be handed in to the medical director at registration.  

3.  Any money that they wish to deposit into their camp store accounts. Store accounts allow students to spend money at the 

 camp store without having to carry cash. Any money that they do not spend will be returned to them in cash on Friday.  

4.  Students should wear or bring their swim suit and towel!  Swim test is directly after registration. 
 

Teachers should come through the registration line. We will confirm the number of students you arrived with and assign you lodging 

if needed.  

Any registration questions? Call 315-346-1222 or email rwaite@oswegatchie.org 

mailto:Www.oswegatchie.org
mailto:info@oswegatchie.org
mailto:tlighthall@oswegatchie.org
mailto:rwaite@oswegatchie.org
mailto:vkrohn@oswegatchie.org
mailto:vkrohn@oswegatchie.org
mailto:rwaite@oswegatchie.org
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Welcome to Oswegatchie! It is a wonderful place and has meant many things to many people over the years.  

As you may already know, you could either pay a fee to cover your meals and lodging or work 16 hours with other teachers.  

Work projects will be scheduled each morning from after breakfast until lunch. The afternoons will be for your own enjoyment.  

If your family is here at camp, that is a wonderful thing. Many of the best FFA Advisor memories happen here. We realized long 

ago that a week at camp may be a part of your work, but it can still be powerful family time.  

 

Your Children at Camp:  

Being at summer camp basically creates an elevated level of responsibility, regardless of the independence your child has at 

home, we need to know your child is being supervised to keep the overall program safe.  

Here is a real example from a 2019 DOH inspection: 

You can imagine how this went down with 2 inspectors standing there ... 

Your options for supervision include:  

1) Keeping your child with you during whatever you are doing.  

2) Bring along a spouse, parent, or family member to be your babysitter. This 

allows you to work with advisor and check on your students, knowing your own children are safe and cared for. This person 

would need to pay the fee to stay the week. 

3) Your child could participate is some camp activities if they are 10 or older, but spots are only available after all the campers 

have received there official schedule. (If this is your choice, we need to know that your child will follow through on their 

schedule, once they are on the attendance sheet they must show up to the class.) 

4) If your child able to pass the camp swim test, take them to the beach Sunday to test and  get a swimmer card. This will allow 

them to participate in swimming each afternoon.  

5) Children ages 11 and older can be campers, but must register in advance. 

6) Share the responsibility of  your children with other agreeable advisors , as long as they are actively supervising.  

Additional items for FFA advisors to know while at camp:  

1) We do not want FFA Advisors to visit campsites at night unless you are with Oswegatchie Staff.  

2) Practical jokes are not allowed due to  damage and distraction of the camp program.  

3)  Safety is no accident, so be diligent in all your efforts. Wear protection. 

4) If possible, the campers enjoy hearing a Reflections from the Advisors for skit night. 5 minutes is best. 

5) We will provide a list regarding work projects and development opportunities at the Sunday Post Dinner Advisor meeting.   

6) Advisors and their families can use camp equipment such as boats and bikes when the camp program is not in progress.  

7) Wifi is available to teachers, please DO NOT provide it to your students.  

8) Please share our daily camp photos on your personal or Chapter Facebook pages!  

 

Thank You So much for being here! 

FFA Advisors at Summer Camp 
(Handed out at the Sunday Night Advisor Meeting.) 


